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	1. Prologue

This is my very first official Zootopia fic! I had this in my mind weeks after seeing the movie and this story has popped out. Hopefully, this will be an awesome first Zootopia fic! Enjoy! And it's told from my first OC's point of view.

* * *

><p>Making Up for My Mistake<p>

by: Terrell James

Prologue

(My P.O.V.)

So it's been a really heavy year and a half for me because things have started to fall apart for me in my hometown because only one can go through so much pain...deep emotional pain that all happened so fast that it's hard to grasp onto. I'm driving all the way to the airport because I got a job opportunity at the Zootopia Police Department and I'll be honest, I never thought that I would find another job at another precinct after what had happened a few months ago that made me want to resign from my previous job.

I loved that job like it was my marriage that I lived and trained for 9 years...that is until something horrible had happened that tore me straight to the core while I was on the job that I couldn't protect someone of my own. My guilt keeps eating me alive everytime I think about that fateful night that I lost someone that's close to me for my whole life.

_Several months ago..._

_It was me and my partner driving around Bunga Town to make sure the streets are safe at night, in case there's some freaks coming out at night causing a ruckus...in which 79% of the criminal activities occur almost every night with so many arrests we made that you'd think we'd seen it all. As we were about to put a cap to the day, we received a dispatch from one of our units that would change everything._

_"Bunga dispatch 231 to unit 763, please respond!"_

_I pick up the dispatch mic and replied, "Unti 763, responding. What's your status?"_

_"We've got a huge situation occuring here! A domestic disturbance is underway on the corner of Mateau and Brookstile Avenue! A young panther is being held captive!" the dispatcher responded in a panic._

_"Have you got a good look at the suspect?" I asked._

_"We don't know for sure! You gotta come to the street immediately!" the dispatcher responded, semi-freaking out._

_"Roger that!" I exclaimed, as I put on my siren and slammed the brakes._

_Just then, my partner became completely puzzled by the street description that the dispatcher responded and when I floored it, he asked, "Hey, isn't that place your neighborhood?"_

_I had a gut feeling that it was gonna be held in my neck of woods, but I didn't want to jump into that worst-case scenario real quick and I responded, "We've gotta find out what's happening there!"_

_Several minutes into the drive, I finally pulled up to the neighborhood and there were other cop cars, plus a full-on S.W.M.A.T. team underway and when the S.W.M.A.T. team surrounds one house, you know something serious is about to go down and as soon as we parked, we both got out of the car and I immediately asked, "What's the status?"_

_"We had gotten a call about a huge domestic disturbance 20 minutes ago and apparently, the suspect is threatening to kill his ex-girlfriend, refusing to leave the house for any means until he's done what he's doing." one of the cops answered._

_The minute I heard about it, I could tell that it was my little sister's life that's on the line and I didn't let panic or fear get in what I'm doing and I asked, "Are there any other victims there?"_

_"10 young people are being held hostage and the suspect has got 5 others in that house." answered the other cop from behind me._

_I had my gun drawn out ready to see what was going on and I wasn't sure what to expect what happens next and I heard some screaming and fighting noises from the inside of the house and when I heard my sister screaming in ultimate terror, my mind assumed the worst that this scumbag was doing something to her. Part of me wanted to get in there, rescue her and beat the crap out of that guy and then arrest him, but I also know that I would be putting not only my sister at risk, but the other captives at risk as well._

_"Come out with your hands up right now!" one officer shouted, on his megaphone._

_When word didn't come from the thugs, things started to tense up and I was getting more tense, anxious but also fearful for my sister's safety at the same time. So many emotions were all over me and just when things couldn't get any more serious, the captives had escaped from the house just as they were being chased by those five of the suspect's backup and it took no time at all for the S.W.M.A.T. team to take them down quickly._

_All of the captives were friends of my little sister's and the police took them to their squad cars to keep them safe and I was just waiting until my sister could be set free herself, but when that ex-boyfriend of hers came out with my sister in ropes and shackles, I was mortified but severely furious at the same time and when my sister looked at me, I could see that her eyes were just beaten up and it was like she was pleading me to help her._

_"Vincent, help me!" my little sister cried out._

_Her ex-boyfriend slapped her straight in the face in front of the officers and slammed her to the wall and placed a knife close to her throat as a threat and I was furious like never before because he had no right to harm her the way he did and he bellowed, "If you come close to her, she dies!"_

_"Let go of her right now!" I exclaimed, very angrily._

_"Put down the weapon now! If you let her go, no harm will come to you whatsoever!" one of the cops negotiated._

_"The only way to do that is if you kill me first and then kill that bitch!" the ex-boyfriend raged._

_That tactic that he used completely tore me up because he was using us to kill her and my sister and that is just messed up in so many forms because he was using the 'suicide by cop' card and used it at my sister's expense and we do not want to harm her in any way, nor him...although I would love to do some serious damage to him for abusing my little sister. _

_"We are not gonna kill you! That's what we do not want to do!" exclaimed one officer._

_"Just let go of my sister and we can either make this easier or harder for you!" I shouted._

_And then, the one moment that would completely change my life in the most brutal way possible comes to life in front of my eyes as my little sister bites her ex's arm and frees herself from him to run towards me and just as we came closer, the ex-boyfriend picks up an assault rifle and shoots her quickly as we all ducked down when we saw that gun pop out of nowhere and as we ducked, I saw my sister getting riddled with bullets all over her and at that moment, I dropped my gun in complete terror as I saw her body fall down to the ground._

_It felt like time had stopped after those shots were fired and the fact that my sister was killed filled me with so much rage, anger, sorrow and helplessness all mixed in and as he came over to keep firing rounds to her, all the S.W.M.A.T. teams came in and took him down harder than ever and restrained him and while they did that, I immediately rushed over to my sister and the sight of blood all pouring out of her, it was one moment that would be locked in my head for the rest of my life._

_"Someone call an ambulance now!" I screamed._

_I turned to her and she was almost still alive as she coughed up blood and she looked at me and she said, "Vince..."_

_"Don't die on me, sis! You're gonna be all right." I said, trying to help her out so desperately._

_"Vince...I'm so sorry for putting you through this." she said, breathlessly._

_I shushed her and said, "Don't say that. It's not your fault. It's mine...if I hadn't have stopped this sooner..."_

_"Don't...I think it's just better this way." she said, panting._

_I knew what she was gonna say because she figured that's the choice she made and I didn't want her to die on me and I said, "Don't talk like that. Please...I don't want to lose you. Not now."_

_"Vincent...I love you as my big brother...and a hero." she replied._

_Just then, the ambulance came quickly and I got out of the way as they took her on a stretcher and placed her on the back of the ambulance and I saw her being led away as the doors closed and at that point, I just wished that I would've been there to save her and when the ambulance drove away, my only hope was that she survived through this ordeal._

_They eventually arrested her ex and when he took one look at me, I was super mad like I was ready to fight him and the ex told me, "She's better off dead!"_

_That one comment set me off and I was getting ready to tear him up so badly, but I know that it's against my profession to do that and as soon as my partner and I got back to the squad car, the first thing I wanted to do is to head to the hospital to see if she's okay and I drove straight to the hospital, concerned for my sister's life._

_After we got there, I was completely worried for her and I had hoped that she would pull through and after about 45 minutes of anxious waiting, the nurse broke the news to me that the bullets were removed, but the injuries were too severe to be healed and that she died. Once those four letters spew out of the nurse's mouth, I felt like my world was crumbling apart at the seams really quickly and I couldn't believe that my own sister has died._

_When the nurse walked away, I was numb and my body couldn't move any further because it felt like it was a sharp blow to the heart and my partner came to me and he said, "I'm so sorry, man."_

_Without another word, he walked away to give me some space and I just laid on my back to the wall and slid down to the floor is a lotus position just crying afterwards. Not long after that, I walked back to my house and learning about my sister's death made me so emotional that I just had to let everything out. Fury, anger, regret, guilt, frustration, confusion, sorrow, grief and sadness took over me and I just released every emotion possible...I just busted through my bedroom door, punched the walls, threw everything I see in sight and just tore up my room out of grief, pain and anger and I just got down on my knees and just roared so loud and screamed, "WHY?!"_

_Soon afterwards, I broke down crying uncontrollably over my sister's loss and I just released everything out of me that I held in so fast and I felt like I was all alone. First, my parents are divorced, then my grandfather died of a heart attack and now my sister's gone? Everything that had happened to me recently went so fast that it's hard for me to cope._

_That was all I did all night was cry...because my sister meant everything to me. She was the reason that I wanted to be a cop. How's that working out for me now? I failed at the one time I was supposed to protect the one that's close to me._

_Within a week, I attended my own sister's funeral and I just felt so alone throughout and I couldn't bring myself to tell my parents what happened, but they had already figured it out and I just felt like it was all my fault for not protecting her enough. And after they buried her, I walked over to her grave in the rain just crying and whispering how sorry I am for not protecting her soon. I felt someone's paw on my shoulder and when I turned around, I saw my boyfriend right behind me and he gave me a hug of comfort to let me know that he's here for me._

_I had came out when I was 18 and it had been hard on my parents to accept it and they had slowly came to terms with it, but it's still hard for them to deal with it and that was when my boyfriend, Gilbert. He's a panther like me and he's been there for me for the good and the bad. _

_Weeks after my sister's death, I was back on the force but I was never the same again. And then some unexpected events came at me so fast; my father had killed himself, my mother went to rehab for mental health because she had bipolar disorder and my big brother committed suicide after his girlfriend left him for another man. They came in so fast that I couldn't handle the pressures of going to work. My partner had accepted a new job at another precinct far away from where I live and we've been like best friends since we had partnered up._

_Everything that way had happened over a couple of months and I was feeling so depressed that I wanted to kill myself, but I couldn't even do that. Most of my colleagues were concerned about me and I just felt like I had failed not only as a police officer, but as a person because I was falling apart._

_I had resigned myself from the force because of those personal issues and thankfully, they understood the reason why I left and I had spent most of my days home alone and sometimes staying with Gilbert for the most part and I just felt like I would never forgive myself for what had happened that night as it constantly replays on the back of my head every day and when I go to sleep at night._

_That is until I received an offer from someone from the Zootopia Police Department that wanted new recruits from past precincts to live and work there...which was both unexpected and amazing and I wanted to give myself another chance to redeem myself from all the emotional scars that came my way. It's gonna be hard to leave my hometown, my family and my boyfriend, but at the same time, a change in scenery would help me out a lot._

* * *

><p>Present<p>

Gilbert and I drove to the Bunga Town Airport as I got myself settled and ready to go, but it was gonna be hard to leave Gilbert because Zootopia is like 325 miles from there and I have never been anywhere further away from my boyfriend before, but we still have love for each other and he has been my support system through it all.

"Don't let them get to you, Vince." Gilbert said, holding my paw.

I held his tighter and said, "I won't."

"V, you're so good at doing what you do best and it's about time someone else outside of our hometown is bound to notice. You'll FaceTime me, right?" asked Gilbert.

"Every night when I think of you." I responded, with a half smile.

Both of us laughed with each other and we both kissed each other and hugged each other almost like we never wanted to part away and I just held onto him like it was the last time we'd see each other, but I know that we would remain faithful towards each other, no matter what happens.

"I hope you won't fall for someone else at the new precinct." Gilbert said, with a smile.

I responded with a chuckle and said, "You're the only guy for me. Why would I find someone else?"

Afterwards, I stroked his forehead and he stroked my cheeks and I purred a little bit and we both kissed each other on the lips for about 3 minutes...and it was the best 3 minutes ever and after that, I asked, "Think you'll visit me?"

"Of course. I wish I could come with you so we can live together." Gilbert said, lowering his ears.

"Yeah, but I know you got work, take care of the apartment and things like that." I added, looking at his eyes.

"Very true. Send me a text when you make it." Gilbert said.

"I will." I answered.

Afterwards, we said our goodbyes to each other and we walked in separate sections and I waved at him and he waved at me as I waited for my flight to come in and as I'm waiting, I received a text from my old precinct and there was a video attached to it and it was them congratulating me for heading to the Zootopia Po try,lice Department, wishing me nothing but the best of luck.

It brightened me up a little bit and I replied, "Thanks guys."

Even though it brought me comfort, it did little to ease the pain of what had happened not too long ago and as soon as they called my flight for Zootopia, I made my way over to the airplane and sat on an empty row and as the plane began to take off, I began thinking that this new experience will help me bring some peace of mind as I know that I will take full advantage of that second chance and I hope that everything I learned at Bunga Town will spill over to Zootopia.

Yet I can't help but wonder...will I be ready for what's gonna come my way? My name is Vincent Panthera...and this is my second chance at making up my own mistake.

* * *

><p>Not bad for my first try, huh? Stay tuned for chapter 1!<p> 


	2. Ch 1: Starting a New Life

Chapter 1: Starting a New Life

Vincent's P.O.V.

I sat down on one of the seats on the airplane as the plane makes its way to Zootopia. I honestly wasn't sure what to expect when I land there because I've heard that it's the most amazing place to live where both predators and prey live in harmony that is until a rookie bunny cop made some misinterpreted comments about predators going back to its natural instinct, which kinda threw me off and it led to all predators leaving the city and then when I heard that this secretary sheep was responsible for the whole conspiracy, I had thought to myself, 'How long did this chick stay in office with that segregration mindset?'. If I had been there myself, she would get a warrant out for her arrest and threw her wools in jail for who knows how long.

As I looked at the clouds at the window, I thought a lot about my sister being in heaven a lot because I know that she's in a much better place now with no pain, torture, turmoil and abuse that she had endured. I just wished I had been there for her more and took that jerk down while the S.W.M.A.T. team were handling the other fugitives. It had been a year and a half now since that night and I'm still carrying a whole lot of guilt over what had happened that night and it still gets to me everyday.

I looked at the picture of both of us when we were young and silly on my phone and I just focus on the good things and the memories I have with her. But even that won't take away the pain that I had to endure and I know that this is gonna affect me for the rest of my life. I could still hear her voice of encouragement ringing in my ear every day and she would always give me words of encouragement when I'm sometimes down on myself.

I know that if she was here right now, she would always tell me that I can do anything I set my mind to and also go after it because I never give up.

I took a deep sigh as contemplate that thought on my mind and I put on my earbuds and play my music on my PawPhone and just listened to a few songs that really speaks to me about what I'm going through in my life right now, but also hopeful that I can push forward to take this job opportunity because being a police officer has always been something that I wanted to do when I was 6.

"Attention, passengers. Please keep your seatbelts fastened as we should be arriving to Zootopia a few minutes ahead of schedule." the flight attendant said, announcing through the speakerphone.

I twirled my whiskers around because I get a little anxious about what surprises await me at the Zootopia Police Department when I get there and I just hope that I can take full advantage of this chance and redeem myself on what I could've done that night back at Bunga Town.

Several minutes go by and I looked up at the sky and I see a huge town from a distance, although it looks tiny from above 10,000 feet and I could tell that my life will be completely different to start all over and I took a deep breath and whispered to myself, 'This is it...no turning back.'

"Welcome to Zootopia. We will land very shortly on the runaway. Please make sure your belongings remain on the upper cargo on top of your seat." the flight attendant responded.

We landed on the runaway of the airport and once the plane hits the road, I was just embracing myself for what's to come afterwards and the minute I got up on my seat, I walked off the terminal and as I exited off, I saw that the Zootopia Airport was huge. I was not prepared as to how big it was, but there's a lot of different species coming and going from tigers, bunnies, sheep, rhinos, wolves, bears, weasels, lions, foxes and many others like a diverse group of species all over the place.

But I could tell that this is gonna be my new home from now on.

"Welcome to your new life, Vincent." I said, in a half-whisper.

After I got settled in and picked up my bags from the baggage claim, I walked out of the airport and as I did, I was surprised to see what the city looks like outside of the airport and I took a deep breath of exhilaration and just had no idea what else is gonna happen. Just then, I saw a taxi coming towards the front of the airport and I put my bags in the trunk, got in the cab and drove off. As we departed from the airport, I took a look at the window and we reached all over Zootopia and to my amazing surprise, it was much bigger than I thought it was. Tall skyscrapers, huge buildings, large space and places where everyone is a united front for the community.

It's gonna be a huge task to protect and serve this new environment, but I know that this will be done no matter what happens. Soon enough, the taxi cab followed this big moving truck and before I could even ask, the truck pulls over and the cab does the same too. I blinked my eyes for a few seconds and the taxi driver looked at me and said, "This is your new place."

I tilted my head a little and I got out of the cab and realized that some of my old friends from Bunga Town were helping me with the move to my new apartment room and it just showed that they still have support from me in what I'm gonna do in Zootopia.

Minutes later, I walked over to my new apartment room with keys in hand and when the landlord opened the door, it was in a little bit of small space, but it does have a kitchen, living room, bathroom and a bedroom and most of my furniture and everything else is perfectly set in the apartment room. Some of my old friends helped out with setting the flat screens on both the living room and my bedroom while most helped with setting the bed together, moving the couch, tables and many other furniture items.

I was just unpacking my stuff after the furniture was set together, like my clothes, DVD's, VHS tapes, kitchen stuff and whatever random items. After everything was set up, it definitely looks like home afterwards and I showed so much appreciation towards my old friends as I thanked them for what they did for me. We gave each other big hugs and most of them wished me luck at the new precinct and before they left, we had to take a few selfies of each other, settling into my new home.

After they left and headed back to Bunga Town, it was just me and when I dropped my bags to the ground, the first thing I did was to sit down after a long flight and just take it easy for a while because I know that tomorrow is gonna be my first day at the Zootopia Police Department and I'm physically ready for everything that's coming my way. Mentally, same thing. I hope that emotionally that I'll redeem myself because I know that this will never be an easy task...and I've seen it all before.

All of a sudden, I received a text from the Zootopia Police Department that reads 'Vincent Panthera, welcome to Zootopia! We hope that your flight from your hometown to here was fulfilling. We understand that you need to unwind after a long flight. You will be joined with a few new recruits as well first thing tomorrow morning. We have already got your work resume from your former precinct and are impressed with your success. We are looking forward to see what you got at the Zootopia Police Department. Report bright and early at 7:00 AM tomorrow morning. Chief Bogo.'

After receiving the text, I already knew that this is gonna be for real and I'm just preparing myself for what's gonna come and I know I'm gonna bring my A game at the new precinct. I may be new at this environment, but when I set my mind to something, I'm gonna do it and put my heart, soul, energy and life into everything I bring out 300%. Whatever I was taught back at Bunga Town, I can bring it here in Zootopia.

"I'm up for the challenge." I said, very determined.


	3. Ch 2: Settling In

Chapter 2: Settling In

I settled into my new apartment in Zootopia and after I took a shower from a very long flight, I came out of my new room with just a white tank top and dark blue briefs on and just went to the kitchen to get a little snack and after I got a few cookies, I went to my new room to just sit down and just reflect on what's gonna happen tomorrow and what I can do to help in this new community. The thing about being new to the force is that you have to earn their respect before they respect you, which is gonna be a huge hurdle for me. There may be moments of self-doubt because I'm still holding onto being responsible for my sister's murder because if I had stopped this myself, she would still be alive today.

I picked up a picture of myself when I was a young baby black panther cub holding my little sister for the first time and that was when I was in my most happiest moment that I was gonna protect her and just be a good big brother to her. If only I went back in time and relived that moment again and stay true to that promise, I guarantee you that I would not be have this guilty feeling I have now.

I blinked my eyes for a few minutes and whispered, "I'm so sorry, Beck. I am so, so, so sorry. I failed you as a big brother."

My eyes were getting misty-eyed at that point in time and it's just a really heavy moment to live through and hugged that picture tighter like I could never let it go. Just then, I heard my phone ring and I quickly picked it up and saw that it was Gilbert calling in via FaceTime and just hearing from him and seeing his face on my phone would help lighten me up a little, so I pressed it and he said, "Hey, Vince!"

Just face to face chat on my phone helps out a lot and he said, "Hey, Gil. How goes?"

"Pretty good. Have you settled into Zootopia?" asked Gilbert.

I had only been at Zootopia for several hours and it hasn't completely sunk in yet because I need to be familiar with the area before I do any sorts of police work and I said, "It's growing on me somewhat."

"Okay. Wow...cool room you got here." Gilbert said, looking at the setting of my new room.

"Yep. It's pretty quiet here...a little too quiet." I replied, with a chuckle.

"What does your new pad look like?" asked Gilbert.

I held the phone in my paw and showed Gilbert my room as well as the rest of my new pad from the living room, kitchen, bathroom and most of my furniture and a few moving boxes that were half full and Gilbert seemed completely amazed by my new place and I asked, "What do you think?"

"I could imagine moving in with you one day." Gilbert replied.

I smiled at that comment and I walked back to my room and kept talking with him a little and Gilbert could tell on the look in my face that I was almost crying and he asked, "You doing okay?"

"I've been better." I answered back.

"Are you sure? You still thinking about your sister?" asked Gilbert.

Once Gilbert asked me about my sister, it's like he could see right through my soul that I'm still broken inside and there was no hiding it and said, "There's not a day that goes by that I don't think of her."

"Listen...I understand that you're having a hard time recovering from this, but would she want you to see you suffering or would she want you to keep going?" asked Gilbert.

Once that question came to light, I know that she would not want to see her big brother depressed and defeated over something that I couldn't prevent what had happened. She would want me to go forward and push through the emotional scars that I had carried since that night that son of a beast killed my little sister right in front of me and the rest of the officers back in Bunga Town and I know that this memory will never disappear overnight, but I have to put it to the side when I'm in the zone.

So I looked at Gilbert and I said, "She would want me to keep going."

"And why would she?" asked Gilbert.

I took a deep sigh and just rubbed my temples a little bit and replied, "Because she wants to see her brother succeed?"

"Of course she would. Even when she's gone, she will always be in your heart. That's the part of her that will always be alive." Gilbert responded.

Always one to help me out what advice and comfort me when things don't go right or if I'm down on myself for some reason, Gilbert would always be that rock for me to keep me strong and keep me going and it made me smile a little bit and I said, "You're the reason why you're the best boyfriend ever."

"And you're the best boyfriend/officer ever." Gilbert added.

I responded with a little giggle and said, "Thanks, sweetie."

"If this phone could transport me out of here and take me to here with you, I would snuggle with you in a heartbeat." Gilbert stated.

That made me laugh with him and he started laughing too with that and Gilbert chuckled and just looked at me for a while and he asked, "You wear the same thing like you always do back in Bunga Town?"

"Just my tank top and underwear." I answered.

Gilbert purred in response to that and he said, "I know that I'm gonna dream about you when I go to sleep tonight."

"And I'll dream the same about you, Gil." I answered.

"All right. I know you got a big day ahead of you tomorrow, so I'll let you get some sleep." Gilbert answered.

I nodded at that and said, "Yeah, I'm gonna need it."

"Remember what made you become a police officer. In spite of your coming out, never let who you love get in the way of your passion of protecting and serving. You're still a shining example of being the first police officer at Bunga Town to be out of the closet. Hopefully, the same will go well for you in Zootopia." Gilbert added.

"You're right on that. Thanks." I said, with a smile.

"Anytime." Gilbert added, with a kiss on the screen.

I kissed back as well and we got off for a while and I set my phone down and just got on my bed, turned off the lights, put my sleeping mask on my eyes and went to sleep, wondering what tomorrow will come for me, but I know that I will give more than my best to get to know this city well.


	4. Ch 3: Early Exercise

Chapter 3: Early Exercise

5:30 A.M.

My alarm was buzzing loudly and my ears were perked up by the alarm and I slowly put my paw over the alarm clock, trying to find it to turn it off and as I tried to turn it off, I accidentally knocked the clock over to the ground and I grunt in sluggish frustration as I got my head out of the covers and shut it off myself. Afterwards, I took my sleeping mask off and set the clock back on the mantle and after that, I scratched my back and yawned a little. I sighed a little bit and got myself up to get ready for my first day of being at the Zootopia Police Department. I went to the bathroom and took the most longest pee that a panther could ever have before and after that, I looked at myself in the mirror to do some eye exercise to keep myself from being so drowsy and exhausted.

I turned on the sink and splashed some water on my face and that perked me up a lot and I said to myself, "Okay, I've got like 90 minutes to do some exercise and then get ready for the first day at the new precinct."

I put on my gym shorts and turned on my little PawPod that's attached to the alarm clock and played a couple of songs to put me in shape as I started doing some jumping jacks, sit ups, pull ups and stretching to keep myself fit and focused. Then I did some jump rope to keep my energy going and elevated. It may sound weird to some that I do some jump rope as an exercise, but what no one even gets it that it helps elevate my energy a lot. They might think it's girly, but I really don't care what people think about me. I just do this for myself.

After all of my exercising at the apartment, I did some running around in a few blocks with my earbuds and my PawPod to sorta keep myself going and as I ran, I seemed to get to see a few things about Zootopia and just everything is so big here that it can help me soak it all in before I get to know it well, as well as the locals and how they live there. The number-one question would be where would I find a gym? It's where I'm the most focused, motivated and driven and I feel comfortable and invincible there.

I just kept on running and running for about 20 minutes and afterwards, I ran back to the apartment after about an hour of doing some exercising and it's already 6:30, so plenty of time for me to shower and get ready for the morning. I took a warm shower, brushed my teeth, flossed, groomed my fur a little bit, put on my police uniform and got a quick breakfast on my way out, just ready for my first day at the ZPD.

As I was leaving, I sorta have this feeling that I'm missing something...something to keep me focused on when things start to get tougher. I went back to the house and picked up a few pics of my boyfriend and my little sister and just by looking at those pictures, it will help me gain focus and perspective to know that they'll keep me going in moments when things get tough. I'm not gonna be a perfect cop, but I know that I will do my best to protect this new city.

I placed them on my pocket and left the apartment getting ready for the first day on the job with total clarity and focus.

"This is it...no turning back now." I whispered.
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6:50 A.M.

I walk all across Zootopia with my police uniform on as I made my way to the Zootopia Police Department and as I looked at the structure of the headquarters and it was enough to take it all in as I stood there in person and I just hope that this new start will benefit my purposes of being a better cop in this new environment. I walked up the steps and as I walked to the inside of the precinct, it was just massive and amazing from the inside, but the sight of police officers all over and criminals being taken to jail, those that are either pleading their innocence or their lawyers made me feel like I'm home.

At that point, I was actually feeling pretty good about this because it feels like I've been here all along because there was nothing that greeted me in the morning than seeing officers take criminals in the department to send them to their cells. I walked towards the front desk of the department and I saw this big cheetah typing and chomping some doughnuts at the same time and I cleared my throat and said, "Excuse me."

The cheetah looks up at me and he asked, "May I help you?"

"Yes, I'm Vincent Panthera. I was told to meet with one of the dispatchers of the Zootopia Police Department, a Mr. Benjamin Clawhauser." I stated, looking at him in the eye.

"That's me. You're the panther officer from Bunga Town, right?" asked Clawhauser.

"Yes, sir." I answered.

"Welcome to the ZPD. When did you get in here?" asked Clawhauser.

"Just yesterday by flight." I answered back.

Clawhauser excused himself for a minute and typed in a few things and he typed in my profile from the Bunga Town Police Department files about my employment, skills and years on the force and he seemed pretty much amazed about my accomplishments and achievements there and he said, "Yep, that's you all right."

Soon enough, I saw that he printed out a few forms of paper and asked for my signature there and I signed a couple of those forms and brought them back to Clawhauser and he said, "Chief Bogo's expecting you in his office."

"Okay, thank you." I said, nodding my head.

I walked towards the department and as I kept going, I stumbled across this door that reads 'Chief Bogo, ZPD' and that pretty much justifies my findings and I knocked on his door and I heard, "Come in."

Sounds pretty gruff, but very firm and I opened the door and there he was...this big, tall buffalo dude sitting on his office with this very serious yet reserved look on his face and as I came in the door, I took a seat and I said, "Chief Bogo? I'm Vincent Panthera."

"Yes, I know who you are. You got my text yesterday?" asked Bogo.

I nodded my head and replied, "Yes, sir."

"Good. I have been looking through your files and you have a very astronomical record; Officer of the Year for 3 years straight, made more than 3,000 arrests and re-examine cold cases that had been forgotten years ago back at Bunga Town." Bogo said, reading my resume.

I nodded at this and he looked at me with a very stoic look on his face and he asked, "How long have you been at the force?"

"Since I was 18." I answered.

That answer completely surprised Bogo about how I got my start at a young age and he asked, "Have you had any training?"

"Yes, I have. At the same age for nearly a year." I replied, with conviction.

"And you're how old now?" asked Bogo.

"28." I replied.

Bogo nods his head at this and he responded, "Last time we spoke, you told me you had resigned from your former precinct because of some personal issues. Have they been taken care of?"

"Yes, sir. I'm determined to focus on the job and make sure that I do it justice to protect the community and put the offenders behind bars." I added.

"Alright, then. Your former precinct has given me nothing but good rapports about you and anyone who has those qualities at ZPD is very important. But let me be perfectly clear...you have to earn this city's respect if you're gonna be a police officer here." Bogo added.

I was pretty much aware that I don't know Zootopia very well, but I'm more than willing to get to know this city and I will do anything and everything to earn this town's respect. I know that it won't be easy, but my 9 years experience of being a cop, I've seen my fair share of how criminals think and how they get away with stuff like that. My experience, expertise, fast-thinking and adrenaline will be no different if I catch a criminal and I said, "Yes, sir. I will do whatever it takes to make sure that I put in the work here to serve this city."

Bogo could tell that my determination and willingness to work hard is completely showcased right in front of him and he responded, "I see we understand each other now."

Soon afterwards, I walked out of the office with a newfound confidence and I could tell that this is gonna be an epic adventure and as I walked over, I saw a few recruits that are new to Zootopia like I am and I followed where they're going and as I went over to this room, I saw plenty of other recruits and officers awaiting for assignments to help out the city and it was like being at Bunga Town.

"This is gonna be something." I added.
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I walked over to this room and I know it's gonna be something for a panther like me to take in so quickly and I just hope that I'll be able to be part of whatever action they might bring in and I sat down in one of the seats and one of the officers turned to me and with a sly look on his face, he asked, "So...you new here?"

I looked over and noticed a fox there and I was actually surprised to see one working at the police department because I know most of them are known for being sly and a cunning trickster, which is kind of a big reputation for most of them, but maybe he's different from other foxes. I responded, "Yeah, I'm new here."

"Bet you're probably out of your element a little bit, huh?" asked the fox.

I chuckled at this and I replied, "Way out of my element."

"The name's Nick Wilde. What's yours?" the fox asked.

I pulled out my paw and shook his paw and replied, "Vincent Panthera."

We both shook paws and Nick added, "Nice to meet you. I'm guessing you're one of the new recruits at the ZPD here, huh?"

"Yeah, I am...although it's not my first rodeo being a cop and all." I added.

That comment surprised Nick the most because I mentioned about being a cop for longer than that and he asked me, "How long have you been a cop?"

"Since I was 18 and I have been a part of the precinct of Bunga Town a year later." I answered.

"You have? That's amazing!"

I turned around and in comes a bunny sitting in between me and Nick and she seemed very energetic and I nodded at that and I said, "Well, thanks. What's your name?"

"Judy Hopps. What's yours?" she asked.

"Vincent Panthera. I'm the new recruit here." I answered, ending with a chuckle.

Judy nods at this and she could tell that I've gotten a little acquainted with Nick and she said, "I see you met my partner, Nick."

That threw me off a little and took me by surprise and I asked, "Partner?"

"Yep, me and Nick have been partners for some time now. You won't believe how we ended up being partners." Judy stated.

Nick rolled his eyes at this and turned to Judy and said to her, "Yeah, I think it's best not to tell him that yet. I mean, he's new here so...we might as well just wait until he gets familiar with the area and how we do things here."

Judy made a little face towards Nick and said, "Always the secretive one."

"I don't mean to pry, but...are you guys an item outside of the police work?" I asked.

Judy and Nick were a little thrown off by that question I asked and when they put two and two together, they were shocked that I asked if they're a couple and they responded, "No!"

"Not at all." Nick added.

"We're just police partners. Nothing more." Judy replied.

I could tell that I had accidentally pushed some buttons a little bit and I put my paws up for defense and said, "Sorry. Just asked."

Nick sighed at this and scratched the back of his neck, feeling like he got really hot and bothered by this and he clears his throat and asked me, "Do you have a girlfriend back at home?"

Now it turns too personal because I didn't really want to answer that question due in part that I have a boyfriend, but it may be too soon to tell anyone about my personal life and relationship and I yanked my collar a little and I replied, "Let's just say I don't date girls. We'll just leave it at that."

Just then, a few of those new recruits came in; a panda, a white tiger and a white wolf coming by, sitting in a row close to the right of us and I wasn't sure who I'm gonna be paired up with for assignments yet, so the wait can be really anxious. Judy then asked me, "So...you're new here?"

"Yeah, I just got in yesterday by flight. Decided to take up on the job offer." I answered.

"Oh, so you were transferred here?" asked Nick.

"Yep. The last job I had, it's awesome and it's been the best job ever...but it was just time for a change." I answered.

"What, you weren't happy with it?" asked Judy.

"I was happy with it, but the job offer just came out of nowhere because my former colleagues sent a video about how I protected and serve my old hometown and they were impressed with my qualities and duties as a cop. I really don't like to brag about what I do. I just love to get out of bed every morning and do what I love doing." I responded.

"Very humble, kid."

I turned around and saw the white wolf with the police uniform, standing at 5'8, weighing nearly 200 pounds and early 30's sitting next to the row we were at and I was surprised by his remarks and said, "Who, me?"

"Yeah, you. From one recruit to another." the white wolf officer said to me, with a heads up.

"You a black panther?" asked the white tiger recruit, who stands at 5'6, weighs 187 pounds with muscles around his body and in his late 20's.

"Yep, proud of it." I answered.

"This is the first time we've had a black panther at any police force. And I'm the new guy too." stated the white tiger officer.

I chuckled at this and said, "You'd be surprised."
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Not long after, Chief Bogo walks into the room as he gets everyone's attention and told us all, "Alright, folks! Listen up!"

The minute we all hear his voice, everyone turns to him and we gave him his undivided attention as he's about to say something to all of us. The chief stands firm, staring at each and every one of us and then he said, "We've got new recruits here today from different precincts that are gonna patrol our city. So, for our rookies, stand up and introduce yourselves to our veteran officers."

I was the first one to stand up along with the other new recruits and once Bogo saw me stand up first, he motioned over to introduce myself and I walked over to the front of those officers, took a deep breath, looked at them directly in the eye and said, "My name is Vincent Panthera and I'm originally from Bunga Town and I used to work at the Bunga Town Police District, Precinct 798. I've been protecting and serving my hometown for 9 years and have been a police officer for 10 years. I just love what I do and I hope make a difference here in Zootopia and probably get to know this city better so that I can learn about what goes down here."

Most of my words completely surprised most of the officers to the point where they couldn't even believe how young I look and Bogo asked, "How old are you, by the way?"

"I'm 28." I responded.

And that took them by surprise as well and I couldn't blame them because I look like a teenage panther that shouldn't be a police officer...and trust me, I get that a lot...but I'm actually more experienced and more tough than it looks when I'm on the job. Bogo nods his head and responded, "Well...welcome to the Zootopia Police Department. I'm sure that our ranks will show you the ropes."

"Yes, sir." I added.

We both saluted and I walked back to my seat and the next recruit, a white tiger comes over and introduces himself to the officers and he said, "The name's Stanley Tigro, originally from Tiger Central and have worked for the T.C.P.D. for 10 years and during my time there, I've seen a couple of insane things that had occured...the worst things you can think of. I hope that I can learn from the finest officers here at ZPD so I can get to know this city and protect the people in it."

Next up, the white wolf came next and introduced himself to all of us and he said, "Name's Casey Vinzi and I am 32 years old. Have been an officer for 12 years now, represented the community of Pack City and worked for the Pack City Police Department and I help out in such cases involving domestic violence, assaults, robberies, murders, child predators...you name it, I handle it. I've had the fortune to do what I do and I'm more than willing to take in the reins of representing Zootopia."

And soon enough, this big panda walks by and he introduced himself to everyone as he said, "I'm Michael Pandahoughton and I'm 25 years old. I've only been in the police force for 5 years from my hometown of Pandatropolis, so I'm still considered a little bit of a rookie. But I always make time to take out serious crime, both out on the streets and on cyberspace. I've been a tech nerd, so I know the ins and outs of crime that happens online, especially those that fish out kids on the internet on social media. So...if you're a kid hunter planning to catch your prey, watch out because I bring the tech skills to put them behind bars."

This panda looks like he could be my partner patrol and I have handled a little bit of criminals who take advantage of kids online and that's something I'm very passionate about because no kid should have to go through that ordeal. I should know because my little sister used to get catfished a lot online and I would always protect her from those creeps, not just as a cop but as a big brother. So I salute this kid and whatever he's doing...and I haven't even met him yet.

As some other new recruits come in to introduce themselves, I knew that I would have a lot more learning to do at Zootopia to see how this city goes and how far I will go to protect it. After that, the veteran officers introduced themselves to us newbies and I'm a little curious as to who will show me the ropes around this city and hopefully, this will be a new experience for me.

Whoever's pairing me with who or whatever assignment Bogo's giving me, I'm more than up to the task.
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Soon after the introduction of the new recruits, Chief Bogo brought in an assignment for not only us, but for the other officers as well to get to know this city better and he said, "Before you do your assignments for today, I want all of my finest officers to show our new officers around the city and around Zootopia itself so they can get familiar with the territory in case something big occurs. Hopps and Wilde, you will take Panthera, Pandahaughton and the tiger over to the city to make sure they're familiar with it themselves."

"Yes, sir!" Hopps and Wilde responded, with a salute.

It's a little bit of a small step for me to start off, but hey...it's a good start because I need to get to know the city more and also to go with the white tiger and Michael along for the ride just pretty much jumpstart this new position. Soon enough, Pandahaughton, Tigro and myself followed Nick and Judy towards their patrol car and I was really amazed by how it looked like and was blown away by all of us would fit there. Nick and Judy got in first and all three of us were in the middle part of the patrol car because we know the back part is for criminals and offenders only and as we drove around the city, Judy shows us around parts of the city that we can get to know, not only on a police level but as a resident as well.

She drove past a couple of places like the mayor's office, Animal Naturalist Springs, the Department of Motor Vehicles, Jumbeaux Cafe and several grocery stores, gasolines, convenient stores, hotels, restaurants, malls, schools, banks and the one that caught my eye...a gym. I was deeply surprised about the fact that they have a gym here and I could see myself spending most of my time there for my physical stamina. Pandahaughton noticed that I took an interest on that gym and he said, "You been in gyms before?"

"Only from where I came from." I answered.

"Man, I feel the need to hit a gym right now." Tigro added, feeling a little pumped.

I chuckled in response to Tigro's need to go to the gym and I really couldn't blame him for that because I've been gym-less for a while now and I said, "You and me both."

"I wonder if there's a doughtnut shop around here. I'd want to exercise on that." Pandahaughton stated.

Judy apparently overheard Pandahaughton's remarks about exercising with doughnuts and she lets out a very amused chuckle and said, "You and Clawhauser are gonna be best friends after this."

"The receptionist?" asked Pandahaughton.

"Yep. He loves doughnuts and Gazelle." Judy replied, with a smile.

Pandahaughton completely became surprised by that and he squeals in delight for that and said, "I think I found my soul mate!"

That seemed to catch me off guard with this and I had no idea who this Gazelle is and why Pandahaughton's obsessed with her and it seemed to echo Clawhauser's fan-cheetah obsession with Gazelle and that's something I have to ask someday when I cross paths with Clawhauser again. We all drove around parts of the city, including the subway stations and after a few tours of the city, I overhear something on the dispatcher where there's a group of masked thugs on the loose on the verge of robbing a few banks around Zootopia and Nick groans at this and asked, "Didn't we get these guys last month?"

"Sounds like they just don't know when to give up, don't they?" Judy asked.

Nick turns to the us rookies and he said, "Now you get to see the fun really begins."

And this is the exciting part...see how they get down as they turn on their sirens and put their foot on the brakes and even when I'm an experienced police officer from another district, I get a front row seat on how they do their job here. Me, Pandahaughton and Tigro were all just going along for the ride and this was not what I had expected in a new district and this is totally out of my element.

As Judy and Nick stepped on the brakes, they saw a couple of teenage lion cubs riding around a stolen van, determined to flee from the cops at any costs and even attack if possible. Nick could tell that these kids refuse to give up, but so is Nick. Those kids kept careening around the car and the driver of the car floors it and goes faster and faster to lose sight and Judy grunts in frustration and contacts dispatcher immediately and said, "Hopps to Clawhauser, can you read me?"

"Loud and clear! What's going on?" asked Clawhauser.

"We've got a runaway vehicle in progress! Those teen lion cubs are on the loose!" Hopps exclaimed.

"Again?!" asked Clawhauser.

"Yes, again! Send backup!" Hopps exclaimed.

"I'm on it!" Clawhauser exclaimed.

I looked up at the window to see what's going on and I noticed some of the kids were holding a bowl of eggs aiming at the cops and Judy asked, "What are you looking at?"

"Do you take your eggs scrambled, poached, sunny-side up or over easy?" I asked.

Judy seemed confused by what that meant, but when she turned around, she saw some of the kids throwing eggs at the car to stop them, but that made Judy put her foot on the gas even further to get close to the kids and one of the kids even mooned the cops, shaking his butt in front of them like their version of giving them the finger and that's an immediate disrespect to authority.

I have never seen teenagers act so vile towards a cop, let alone two cops before and in such a defiant way. I know I've seen my fare share of juvies in prison at Bunga Town, but not to this extent of disrespect and that obviously sparked me to handle the situation, but that's not the police officer way of doing things...even in a new environment.

"You can't get us, skank police! Your asses are gonna be burned!" one teen lion cackled hysterically.

As the getaway car keeps going faster and faster, the driver accidentally lost control of the car when he tries to turn to another intersection, but instead, he panics as another set of cop cars are coming at them and drove dangerously fast to lose them, but he swerved too hard to the point that he ran over 14 cars in the middle of a busy intersection. Nick and Judy took a stop and they both got out of the car to check on the victims as well as the perpetrators. Judy checks in on the pedestrians while Nick searches for the teen perps. Something in me wanted to spring out of the car to check and see what's going on.

Before that, Nick comes to the door to where we were and said, "A little help here?"

Several minutes later, myself as well as Pandahaughton and Tigro checked on the victims to see if they're okay while Nick and Judy brought out the perps and one of the drivers attempted to flee, but his leg is so badly injured that he couldn't even run that fast. The crash from that car accident gave him such an injury that he couldn't even run fast enough and just plopped down to the ground. Nick blinks his eyes as the lion cub perp falls down defeated and he chuckled at this and said, "And I thought I was the sly one."

Not long after the three of us newbies tended to the victims, the rest of ZPD came in at the scene as well as the ambulance who were at the scene of the crime to take in several of the few teen perps to the hospital and afterwards, to the Zootopia Juvie Department, a few miles adjacent to the ZPD. The driver of the car is taken to the hospital for his injuries and go straight to jail afterwards. Luckily, most of the drivers that were affected by this crash had either minor injuries or some forms of injuries.

I took a deep breath after the doctors took care of most of the injured victims and said, "Well, that was a good way to kick off my first day."

"So...what else happens now?" asked Pandahaughton.


End file.
